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Genevan of Change Scholarship Application

“… because the extent of your reach should only be limited by your will to succeed.”

- Genevan of Change Scholarship Creed

“I’d like to be remembered as someone that lived life by his own rules with no regrets”

- Travis McCoy

Intent: 
The Genevan of Change (GoC) Scholarship Application was first developed in 2020 and seeks to enable students of Geneva High School to pursue their post-secondary educational ambitions. Financial constraint should not be an inhibitor of professional and educational development. The goal of the scholarship is to substantially assist as many qualified students as possible so that they are able to live lives of consequence on their own terms. 

Qualification:
To qualify for the Genevan of Change Scholarship, a student must:
· have attended Geneva High School for the entirety of their high school experience
· be considered a senior by GHS (graduating at the end of the coming year)
· be planning to attend a higher level of education, as approved by the board, which this scholarship can be applied to. This includes trade schools, 2-year, and 4-year institutions. 
· use the entirety of the scholarship on solely academic tuition, textbooks, food, or housing during their tenure at the selected educational institution
· maintain a Grade Point Average of 80/100 or equivalent on a different grading scale over their high school career (cumulative)
· embody the characteristics outlined in the “Criteria” section


Process:
*This timeline is subject to Phase 1 of the Genevan of Change Scholarship outline. Please see By-Laws or visit the website for more details.
	Date
	Detail

	1 Aug 2023
	All materials will be finalized for the upcoming year. All pertinent schedules will be released via the website. 


	1 Jan 2025
	Application is made available via the website and the guidance office.


	1 Feb 2025
	Application must be submitted via paper copy in the guidance office or email to genevanofchange@gmail.com. A confirmation email will be sent upon submission.


	1 March 2025
	A panel of teachers, advisors, and other school staff selected by the Board will review all application materials. These individuals will not be disclosed but consist of Geneva High School Teachers, Counselors, Administrators and Geneva Community Members. Interviews will be requested as deemed necessary by the Committee.


	As set by GHS
	Winner(s) is/are announced at the GHS Award Ceremony





This timeline will shift and be adjusted by the GoC Board as needed.

Criteria:
The Genevan of Change Scholarship looks for students that are driven, grounded to their community, and look to empower others. The scholarship committee will consider the following criteria in their evaluation process:


	Primary Criteria
	Description

	Personal Character
	The Genevan of Change Scholarship looks for students who are ambitious and creative, while also grounded to the central belief that enabling others is vital to bettering oneself and the community around them. Students who are willing to take control of their own futures, properly assess any challenges they face, and seize opportunities are ideal candidates for this scholarship.


	Secondary Criteria
	Description

	Financial Need
	This Scholarship will consider as a factor those who would not be able to attend post-secondary education due to financial constraint.


	Community Involvement
	This Scholarship looks for students who are directly involved with activities and volunteering within the Geneva community.


	Future Intentions
	The Scholarship does not consider which academic field a student wishes to enter, rather how they wish to use that field to make a lasting difference.




Written Submission:
There are 6 written responses for the Genevan of Change Scholarship. Collectively, they represent who you currently are as a student and individual, as well as who you want to become. The written portion gauges academic interest and is used to assess how this interest will be used to enable others. 

Please include a current transcript with this application, signed by your counselor. All applications should be submitted by physical copy or email to genevanofchange@gmail.com. Beginning in 2026, electronic copies are preferred to assist in the review process.

All submissions require signature of an academic transcript by your guidance counselor. For electronic submissions, both signed transcript and application should be attached in one email. Applications are incomplete and will not be reviewed without both requirements satisfied.

Writing Section

Name:
Contact information (phone or email):
Contact name (yours or parent?):
Intended Major (undecided is okay!): 

Please answer the following questions in numbered paragraph format abiding by the word limitation. Please give each question thorough consideration before answering. The word limit is intentional; highlight your main points. The Committee places value on genuine, honest, and thoughtful responses. The committee will stop reading a response at the designated word limit.

1. Please disclose any known financial award that you have received or have applied to. For awards that have yet to be received, please include a date (can be an estimate) of when it will be decided (no word limit, please include the name of the award if applicable, total received, and relevant dates only).

2. Problem Statement - You are 22 years old and have just received a Bachelors degree from your favorite university and landed your dream job. With steady income and your living situation established, what are a few things you would want to do with your newfound freedom? (200-word limit)

3. Academic and Personal Interests - Discuss your current academic and personal interests and what has influenced them. (250-word limit) 

4. Geneva Moment - Talk about a moment that inspired you academically while at GHS or in Geneva (200-word limit)

5. Financial Constraint - Present any financial factors that would inhibit your ability to attend college (150-word limit)

6. Future plans - What do you see as your contribution to the world? (250-word limit)



